
2Sd Congress, 
1st Session. 

[ Rep. No. 63. ] Ho. op Reps. 

DESERTION IN THE ARMY, 

f To accompany bill H. R. No. 126.] 

December 27, 183 L 

iMr. Drayton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, made the 
following 

REPORT: 

Whe Committee on Military dffairs, to whom the subject of desertions 
in the Jlrmy has been referred, beg leave to submit the following 
report: 

The committee have seriously reflected upon the importance of devising 
-some remedy for an evil so injurious to the reputation and utility of the 
army, and so detrimental to the public interests, as desertion; and, they 
have arrived at the conclusion, that h is necessary to recur to rewards and 
punishments, the motives by which the mass of mankind is ordinarily in¬ 
fluenced, to effect the object which is desired. The condition of the non¬ 
commissioned efficer and soldier ought to be ameliorated, so as to induce 
those who are in respectable situations, to enlist—with the prospect of de¬ 
riving as much profit from their pay and other allowances, as they could 
earn, by their labor, in civil occupations, and with the certainty of being taken 
care of, and furnished with medicines and medical aid, when disabled by 
wounds or sickness. The length of the term of service, which is five years, 
is also an objection against enlistment with many who would not be un¬ 
willing to serve for a shorter period; whilst of those who engage them¬ 
selves for five years, a large proportion desert, afier receiving their bounty, 
clothing, and pay for two or three months. It is, therefore, proposed to re¬ 
duce the term of enlistment from five to three years; and, as a soldier 
who has acquired a knowledge of his duties, and becomes habituated to the 
performance of them, is more useful and efficient than a recruit, it is deem¬ 
ed politic to stimulate him to re-enlist, by a moderate bounty, and other 
advantages, by which, not only the benefit of obtaining a better soldier will 
be secured, but the expense of transporting the recruit to the head quarters 
of his regiment, be saved. 

The committee believe, that, by adopting the few alterations which they 
have suggested, by abolishing the issues of spirits to the non commissioned 
officers and privates, and by preventing sutlers from selling any spirits, 
(regulations already within the power of the Executive and of the Depart¬ 
ment of War,) the rank and file of the army would, gradually, be composed 
of individuals so reputable, that desertion, if not totally discontinued, 
would be, comparatively, rare. 
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But soldiers, now in the army, have entered it under circumstances 
different from those which it is desired should exist; and, the fact is notori¬ 
ous, that numbers of them are guilty of desertion. Whilst for that crime 
sentence of death might, legally, have been pronounced by a general court 
martial, the feelings of the community, as well as those of the members of 
the court, and of the President, were so repugnant to the execution of the 
law, in time of peace, that it remained almost obsolete upon the statute 
book; and, during the last session of Congress, it was formally repealed. 
Since then, desertions have increased to so great an extent, that, in a recent 
report of the Secretary of War, it is estimated that they will amount, in the 
year 1831, to 1,450; which exceeds one fourth of the rank and file of the 
whole regular army. It is evident, unless a check be interposed to the 
progress of this evil, that the purposes for which the military peace estab¬ 
lishment was organized, will be utterly frustrated; and the committee can 
devise no check, which, in their opinions, will be so salutary and effective, 
as to authorize the infliction of corporeal punishment upon deserters. 
Should this be regarded as a degrading punishment, it should be recollected 
that it is limited to those who have degraded themselves by fraud and 
perjury; and no fouler stain ought to attach to the meritorious soldier, on 
account of the delinquencies and chastisement of those who are memhers 
of the body in which he is enrolled, than to the virtuous citizen who is the 
member of a society in which certain crimes, when committed, are visited 
by the laws with disgraceful punishments. For the preservation of dis¬ 
cipline in the navy, this species of punishment is allowed without the 
character of the sailors, as a class, being tarnished by it. The necessity 
which justifies its practice in the naval service, for a variety of offences, 
would, surely, justify it in the land service, in the particular case to which 
alone it is intended to be applied. 

The committee, entertaining confident hopes that the respectability and 
physical strength of the army will he improved by the adoption of the 
measures which they have recommended, and by other provisions contain¬ 
ed in their bill, and that the crime of desertion will be rendered incompara- 
tively less frequent, by the partial repeal of the law which interdicts the in¬ 
fliction of stripes upon the deserter, have reported the following bill to 
accomplish their objects. They also annex a letter from the Adjutant 
General, (marked A,) by which it is shown that the passage of the bill 
which they propose, so far from occasioning an additional expense, will he 
attended with a considerable saving to the Government 
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A. 

Adjutant General’s Office, 

Washington, November 9, 1831. 

Sir: The information you have requested me to furnish on the subject of 
desertions, is herewith respectfully submitted in the tables hereunto annexed. 

TABLE No. 1. 

STATEMENT of the annual number of desertions from the Army 
since the year 1823, specify ing the number of soldiers who have deserted 
after joining companies, and the year of enlistment in which the de¬ 
sertion may have occurred; the number of recruits who have deserted 
from the rendezvous, or on their march to join their regiments; and 
also the probable amount of the annual loss in money in consequence 
of the crime of desertion. 

cj 
*=*3 

N
o.
 o

f 
R

ec
ru

it
s 

w
ho

 d
es

er
te

d
 

fr
o

m
 t
h
e 

R
en

d
ez

v
o

u
s,

 o
r 

be
¬ 

fo
re

 j
o

in
in

g
1 c

o
m

p
an

ie
s.

 

Number and period of desertions arter join¬ 
ing companies. 

T
ot

al
 n

um
be

r 
of

 e
nl

is
tm

en
ts

. Estimated loss in money 
by desertion. 

c <L> 
a 
cn 
C 0) 

Cm O 
t- oj V 

cn 
s 

% 
.2 
'c u 
c*-. o 
c« u 

£ o o V Kfl 

% 
GO 

£ 
*♦- O 

t-> C6 a> 
H3 
IB 
h 

CO 

2 V 

o ^ 

a- C e« 

-g 
3 

6 
CO 

1= V 
«4- o 
t- cs <U 

fa 

CO 

‘3 ci 
P+ s o 
O 
£ o 

*'3 
o 
H 

t j3 
-o o 
e k 
3 v ■ £ 50 

s « 
£ o‘> a'~ a ba £ ° 
£ 8 ° fcUD e« 
< 

3 <D 
& 
£ 

o CO >. 
•s N 3 i. 

S-i -rj O ^ O' 
C3 
>. 
n 

£ o 
O 
6 o ^ 

w *3 *r ^ CL 
2 o rc 
ec 

<D 
e o 
a 
,s 

cn 
CO 

2 
o 
H 

1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 

1831 

159 
208 
249 
179 
187 
176 
185 
188 

366 
432 
402 
330 
303 
343 
618 
577 

75 
86 
76 
66 

125 
113 
172 
310 

36 
43 
41 
32 

120 
71 
60 
98 

18 
22 
20 
16 
72 
70 
43 
43 

14 
20 
15 
13 
41 
47 
37 
35 

509 
603 
554 
457 
661 
644 
930 

1,063 

668 
811 
803 
636 
848 
820 

1,115 
1,251 

2,664 
2,539 
1,731 
1,277 
1,416 
2,054 
2,907 
1,849 

$7,506 
9,960 

11.550 
8,354 
8,754 
8,264 
8,742 
8,880 

$51,171 
60,435 
55,938 
46,039 
52,590 
54,873 
89,603 
93,207 

$58,677 
70,395 
67,488 
54,393 
61.344 
63,137 
98.345 

102,087 

1,531 3,371 1,023 501 304 222 5,421 6,952 16,437 72,010 503,856 575,866 

225 - - - - - 1,225 1,450 . - 10,910 107,411 118,321* 

* Estimated. 

The foregoing analysis contains all the information called for on this im¬ 
portant subject, except so much as is embraced in the lourth interrogatory, 
to wit: 4‘ If the sum lost by desertion were divided among the soldiersf 
what would it give to each?” 

To exhibit this result analytically, and in the most perspicuous manner, I 
submit two other tables. 
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TABLE No. 2. 

Monthly and annual allowance of pay to non-commissioned officers and 
privates, under existing taivs. 

11 Sergeant Majors, ... 
11 Quartermaster Sergeants, 

354 Sergeants, .... 
424 Corporals, .... 

14 Principal Musicians, ... 
212 Musicians, .... 
108 Artificers, .... 

4,452 Privates, 

Dollars, - 

Rate of 
monthly pay 
of each class 

Aggregate 
monthly pay 
of each class. 

Annual amount 
of each class. 

9 
9 
8 
7 
8 
6 

10 
5 

99 
99 

2,832 
2,968 

112 
1,272 
1,080 

22,260 

1,188 
1,188 

33,984 
35,616 

1,344 
15,264 
12,960 

267,120 

62 30,722 368,664 

TABLE No. 3. 

Supposed application of the sum annually lost by desertion to the 
monthly and annual increase of pay of the rank and fie of the army 
according to a bill intended to be reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs of the House of Representatives. 

** 

11 Sergeant Majors, ... 
11 Quartermaster Sergeants, 

106 First Sergeants, ... 
248 Sergeants, .... 
424 Corporals, - 

14 Principal Musicians, - 
212 Musicians, - 
108 Artificers, (Artillery,) 

4,452 Privates, ..... 

Total amount of proposed pay* 
Total amount of pay under existing laws. 

Difference, ..... 

Rate of 
monthly pay 
of each class- 

Aggregate 
monthly pay 
of each class. 

Annual amount 
of pay 

of each class. 

16 
16 
15 
12 

8 
16 

6 
10 
6 

176 
176 

1,590 
2,976 
3,392 

224 
1,272 
1,080 

26,712 

2,112 
2,112 

19,080 
35,712 
40,704 
2,688 

15,264 
12,960 

320,544 

105 
62 

37,598 
30,722 

451,176 
368,664 

$43 6,876 82,512 

Remarks. 

Qn referring to table No. I, it will be seen that the aggregate amount lost 
by desertion for the eight years, inclusive of December 31st, 1830, amounts 
to the sum of $575,866; that the loss in 1829 is $98,345, and, in 1830, 
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$102,087. It may be also seen that the average loss by desertion for the 
last two years is rather upwards of $100,000; the loss during the present 
year, (1831) will considerably exceed any previous year. 

If $82,512 of this average annual amount, lost by desertion, were dis¬ 
tributed to the enlisted men of the army, by way of additional pay, (see 
table No. 3,) it would be an annual expenditure less, by $17,000, than the 
sum now annually lost to the Government by desertion: a pecuniary loss 
the most ungracious which the country can possibly sustain. I respectfully 
refer you to my report on this subject of January 25, 1830, Doc. No. 62, H. 
of R., page 9; and also to another report from this office, to the General in 
Chief, of January 25, 1831. 

If the sum lost by desertion in 1830, ($102,087) be divided among the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the army, (5,642) it will give to 
each $1 50 per month; or, $18 per annum. 

The average loss by each desertion for the year 1830, is estimated to be 
$81 60. 

I am, sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Jldj. Gen. 
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